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The New Stream-reach Development (NSD) project uses an innovative geographic approach to
analyze the potential for new hydropower develoment in U.S. stream segments that do not currently
have hydroelectric facilities. Developed and implemented by Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL)
for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Water Power Program, the assessment leverages recent
advancements in various geographic datasets on topography, hydrology, and environmental charac-
teristics to develop the highest resolution and most rigorous national evaluation of U.S. hydropower
potential to date.
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